
Zhuri (Haidl am Ahornberg) 

In the morning, May 4th, the rumbling of tanks and another machinery was heard. Around ten 

o'clock, one American tank made way from Zelezna Ruda (Markt Eisenstein). From Nove Zhuri 

to the village. But it had to go back. Young Nazis, Hitler Youth members of the Oberdonau 

regiment who were doing the saboteur actions in American rear, captured a platoon of 2nd 

cavalry and the combatant vehicles in the area of the village on May 5th. They used them as 

a bait, when they emplaced two armored vehicles M8 and four jeeps in the square next day. 

A Company from 1357th Regiment of 90th Infantry Division came to the village in a heavy rain 

at that time. The soldiers believed that their friends had been in the village. However, they 

were attacked by a firing of young Nazis. Ten American soldiers were killed and ten others 

were injured in a short time! 

It drew so much anger in the platoon that the soldiers did not ask for the usual artillerry 

support before the assault and charged at Zhuri immediately. Considering fanatism of Nazi 

yought, they fought for each house. Although the fight was not long, the village was greatly 

damaged. Seven houses burned up and the church of the Holy Trinity lost its roof, because the 

American artillery eventually got involved in the fight. 24 young Nazis were killed and another 

76 were captured in this fight. Lance-corporal F. Harmon Fumey from Company C, 1st 

Battalion, 357th Infantry Regiment recalls the fightings near Zhuri: We got our rations in the 

morning 5th May 1945 and proceeded on. We were wary. We had a tank support and our 

recon plane was above us. Our platoon C was in the head of the progress. At about 10.15 or 

10.30, our company was stopped on a small hill where we took up a fighting stance. We saw 

a small village about a mile ahead. Company from 3rd Battalion was sent there. This village 

was called Haidl. 

Our units were about 250 yards from the village, when the Germans opened a machine-gun 

fire. The boys of 3rd Battalion were attacked from the trenches on both sides of road. The 

tanks, which were immediately called, opened a fire. Zhuri was occupied in several dozen 

minutes and our jeeps began to bring our deads and wounded from here within an hour after 

the first shots. I heard a report that we have lost at least fifteen men there. It was cruel. 

Everyone was already thinking about home. The war was over. However, I have to admit that 

I was grateful to God that determined the order and Company C was sent to Zhuri instead of 

our company..." But the soldiers were still dying in the Sumava forests. For example, an 

American military policeman was shot dead by a German sniper near Dobra Voda on May 6th. 

Opolenec (Oppelitz) 

On Sunday, May 6th, at half past one in the afternoon enemy grenades whizzed past over 

Opolenec and fell on Droht and Innersberg. They did not cause any damage. Women tough 

hand while sheets saying there will be no resistance. A Wermacht officer who saw that wanted 

to shoot the women and had the sheets removed. Johann Winkelbauer, a shepherd, was stick 

up for the neighbors. Now he himself was sentenced. Though the order was not carried out 

as none of the soldiers cared anymore. At five o'clock, the American soldiers occupied the 

village. They were looking for guns and German soldiers. The guns were destroyed, the 

Wehrmacht soldiers were locked in the granary. Before that they had released the Air Force 



helper and two boys, who were younger than 18 years. They were crying exasperatedly 

because felt lonely. The Americans confiscated Veilhof for one night, the residents had to seek 

a night quarters at the neighbors. Only a farmer was allowed to stay because one Czech´s 

horses were in his stable. The Germans forced this Czech to accompany the transport of 

wounded persons. An Ukrainian and a French who previously worked in the yard came this 

Sunday to protect the farmer. They were allowed stay overnight. Truly international company 

it was. 

 

Kasperske Hory (Bergreichenstein) - from the parish chronicle 

Heavy American tanks rumbled in the area around Opolenec and Kasperske Hory on Saturday, 

May 6th, at three o'clock. The first American deputation left the hall at about half past four. A 

military doctor accompanied by a soldier, a German officer led them to the archdeanery where 

Colonel Schaffer, local commander, lived. Handover was discussed in the hallway. Another 

fight would be senseless. Shortly after that American units were driving into the city. The 

square was overcrowded. The best houses of the German population had to be vacated. An 

American clergyman announced that no parsonage had been occupied. Handover of weapons 

and capturing of war prisoners followed. On Monday, all NSDAP functionaries were arrested 

and taken away by Americans. In middle of May, Czech civil administration was established 

here. All offices were assigned to the Czechs, the region became a part of Czechoslovakia. 

 

Stachy 

On Sunday, May 6th, arrival of the American units was expected in Stachy. But the it was 

delayed because of an unusual road of troops from Kasperske Hory. Foolish German settlers 

from Retenice built barricades on the road near the village. They wanted to thwart the passage 

of soldiers of American Army. The Americans, who did not want to risk the losses at the end 

of the war, returned to Kasperské Hory for the reinforcements. They proceeded through 

Amalia valley through Plan Mill to Retenice where the citizens removed road barriers and the 

main convoy finanly reached Stach, first Czech village on their way, at about 4 PM, where the 

American soldiers were greeted warmly. 

Lesisov 

On Saturday, May 5th, the American units came into Kolinec, Mokrosuky and Lesisov. Citizens 

welcomed them with great joy, the war was over for them that day and the fear of civilians 

slaughter by mainly the SS has gone. A prison camp was in Mokrosuky. After its liberation, the 

Americans shot a few (reportedly 11) most brutal German guards on the tracks near the 

railway station. (Some witnesses claim that the firing squad was composed of the liberated 

war prisoners, allied soldiers.) Americans were firing with mortars to the forests behind the 

pond in Lesisov. According to some information, Germans with an eye to attack Susice were 

there. Unfortunately, details are not available. The American soldiers built many foxholes with 

breastworks and armed with heavy machine guns around Lesisov. You can see the remains of 

one foxhole on the edge of the forest, opposite the road to Bretetice to this day. Americans 



stayed for two days in Lesisov. Soldiers were accommodated at locals and headquarters was 

housed in "U Rajtmajeru" Restaurant. They were very friendly and were handing out the cans 

of ham with eggs, chocolates, juices, chewing gums and other delicious goodies. 

Stara Hurka (Alt Hurkenthal) - from the parish chronicle   

In the morning, May 3rd, 1945, we heard a terrible rumbling. The words "The Americans are 

coming!" were spreading in the village. On the road from Zelezna Ruda, from Ziegeunerwald 

to Zieglerhaus, several armored vehicles were speeding. Tanks were rumbling on the road. 

Only a small group of the scouts came to the village. They wanted to see if the German soldiers 

had been there. They went away as soon as they found nobody in here. In the place where 

the road led into the forest, a fairly new pub was standing and some refugees from Silesia 

were housed there. Part of the Americans found accommodation here. Tanks and 

reconnaissance vehicles were parked in the yard. We hoped that the danger had passed.  But 

everything was different. The next morning, we heard a war cry from the forest. We were 

observing an attack of the German guidons on the hotel occupied by the Americans from the 

window of the forester's lodge. The Americans were so surprised by the attack that they could 

not resist. The Americans had to give up after a short gunfight in which one German and two 

American soldiers were killed. This last German offensive backfired bitterly. The enemy 

reconnaissance airplanes were circling low over the village early afternoon. In the evening, 

when it got dark, we got the order to leave the village. We could hear the rumble and more 

and more detonations and shots. Many German soldiers had hidden in the cellar of the 

gamekeeper's house and they allowed us to hid there. We heard the grenade explosions 

throughout the night. 

The next morning - shooting had stopped - we had to leave the place because of the expected 

fights. The German soldiers were digging the trenches alongside the road. Afterwards, it was 

a grave for many of them. Many German soldiers had to lay down their lives during this last, 

meaningless deployment. The next day, the life in the village was normalized. The American 

patrols were surprised why they are still in Germany and not in the Czech area, when they 

were going through the villages. It seems that they were poorly informed about the national 

border. The villagers only had good experiences with the American units. The soldiers gave 

the chewing gums, sweets and cans to the children and the cigarettes to the adults during 

their visits. The fresh eggs were popular article for a barter. 

Hartmanice (Hartmanitz) - from the parish chronicle 

In late April, cadets from the artillery school in Rokycany arrived to Hartmanice. Parts of units, 

returning from the Western Front, arrived from Bavaria. A few days were calm. At that time, 

the Americans were beyond Zelezna Ruda. Fugitives could still go into Bavaria. On May 2nd 

and 3rd, the attacks occurred near Skelna. The American troops had to withdraw from the 

area. On May 4th, it was fighting near Zhuri. On May 5th, it was fighting with antitank barriers 

near Rovina all day long. Enemy made its way through Dobra Voda to Hartmanice in the 

evening. Cadets were either captured or they dispersed in surroundings. On Sunday, May 6th, 

the war came to an end here. 20 German soldiers were killed in the parish district. 3 were 

buried in the cemetery in Dobra Voda, 10 in Hartmanice, 3 at the edge of the forest opposite 



to the pound in Hamizna, 3 in the castle park in Dolejsi Tesov, 1 by the roadside nearby Dolejsi 

Tesov. On May 8th, they had a church funeral. 

Dobra Voda (Gutwasser) - from the parish chronicle 

It is drawing to an end with the Nazis. Bad news is coming from all sides. In April, crowds of 

refugees are going through Dobra Voda. Everyone leaves protectorate, also children 7-14 

years old, houses are full day and night. Everything is crowded with hungry people. War 

prisoners, people from camps and forced labor: the Russians, blacks, Indians ...... They are 

going through in the opposite direction from Bavaria. Some of them are camping on the edge 

of the village, we give them water, some bread and potatoes. We have almost nothing 

ourselves. The biggest crowd is made up from women. Jewish women which are going from 

concentration camps. Many of them are dying by the roadside. We can hear heavy gunfire 

from Bavaria for eight days. It is coming from Paseka from where many people ran away. SS 

men and officer cadets came into the village, people are nervous. I would like to hang out a 

white flag but some SS man threatens me with a shooting. It is Saturday, we are waiting for 

the Americans. In the evening, it starts to be serious. SS men go towards Kundratice, other 

soldiers are adding to them. I give instruction. All non-combatants have to stay in the village 

and hide in the cellars. It is high time. We can hear a rumbling of tanks. Suddenly one tank is 

standing in front of the parish court. Soldiers are jumping up and banging on the door. I am 

opening and they are checking a whole house. It is raining. They are warming up and wants a 

hooch. Tank after tank still pass through the village, they bring captured German soldiers to 

us and keep them locked in parsonage's yard. They interrogate them in the office, they bring 

SS unit from Stodulky. There are about two hundred people, much the same on Sunday. 

Curfew is imposed. When the things calm down, we pick up the deads. We found 19 of them 

in the forrest at Rovina, those were taken to Hartmanice. I found three more that we burried 

at our cemetary. There were two grooms burned to death at Paseka, there was a man shot 

dead at Skelna, a woman died of a hard attack at Stodulky. 

 


